
 

CLONAKILTY FLOOD RELIEF  
SCHEME UPDATE

JANUARY 2014,

Dear Property Owner,
I recently met with Minister Hayes and officials at the OPW in relation to the 
Clonakilty Flood Relief Scheme, I have listed below the areas we discussed 
at the meeting and some further information about the Scheme which is 
progressing steadily.  

BACKGROUND
Following severe flooding in Clonakilty in June 2012, the CFRAM work for the 
town was accelerated to assess the risk and develop a potentially viable flood 
relief scheme (a‘Scheme’) as a matter of priority.

On 16 July 2013, the outcomes of the accelerated work, namely flood maps 
and an initial preferred Scheme option, were brought to public consultation. 
The preferred Scheme option for Clonakilty includes:

 − Flood-water storage in an artificial, embanked online   
 storage area upstream of Clonakilty to reduce fluvial  
 flood risk, and,

 − On-land flood defences to reduce coastal flood risk. 
 

NEXT STEPS
To develop and implement a flood relief scheme for 
Clonakilty, the OPW intends to commission consultants 
to undertake a Contract to develop and assist with the 
implementation of a Scheme that shall comprise five stages, 
as set out below:

 − Stage I: Scheme Development and Design
 − Stage II: Public Exhibition
 − Stage III: Detailed Design, Confirmation and Tender  

 for Construction
 − Stage IV: Construction Supervision
 − Stage V: Handover of Works 

 

PROGRAMME
Tenders have been received for the Contract, and it is expected that 
consultants will be appointed at the end of January 2014 or early February. 
Thereafter, the contract programme involves the following deadlines:
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Deputy Jim Daly, Minister Brian Hayes & Ezra 
McManamon of the OPW visit Clonakilty to  

view the aftermath of the floods.

Deputy Jim Daly, Minister Brian Hayes and OPW officials meet with members 

of Clonakilty Chamber of Commerce at O’Donovans Hotel.

Deputy Jim Daly and Minister Brian Hayes pictured after 

their recent meeting in December at Government Buildings.



 − Stage I: Draft report due in the Summer of 2014, with Public   
 Consultation Day to be held at that time before finalisation late  
 Summer / early Autumn

 − Stage II: Foreseen for Autumn 2014
 − Stage III: Detailed design is expected to be completed late Spring  

 / early Summer 2015, with tenders issued for construction   
 contractors shortly  thereafter

 − Stage IV: Appointment of contractors, and commencement of  
 construction, expected Late 2015 / early 2016.

 − Stage V: Handover of Works: Unknown at this time, but likely to  
 be in 2017.

It should be noted the above may be subject to change should strong 
objections to the Scheme or other unforeseen circumstances arise.

It should further be noted that the Scheme is intended to address 
river and coastal flooding. Cork County Council have responsibility 
for managing urban storm water drainage, but it is intended that 
some work to resolve the rainwater drainage problems in Clonakilty  
will progress in parallel to the OPW Scheme.

I am fully aware of the constant worry and stress that is involved for 
property owners at risk of flooding. I assure you that this scheme is being 
progressed by the OPW as speedily as it possibly can be. Each stage 
mentioned above is essential to the completion of a successful scheme 
and each will require an amount of time and consideration. While the 
town will have to remain vigilant, and on alert for the next while, I am 
very confident that it will be worth the wait for this proposed flood 
prevention scheme to be complete.

If you have any further question or concerns, please do not hesitate to 
contact my office to arrange a meeting. Rest assured of my continued 
follow up with the OPW and Minister Hayes to ensure this project is 
delivered without any undue delays.

Regards, 
Jim
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Minister Leo Varadkar meets with locals  
and views the aftermath of the flooding.

Deputy Jim Daly raising flooding issues for  

Clonakilty property owners in the Dáil. 


